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Hylebos Highlights
Thank You to Our Supporters
N E W S L E T T E R  O F  F R I E N D S  O F  T H E  H Y L E B O S

Thanks to you – the friend of  
the Hylebos – a healthy change 
is occurring in our community. 
Forests are becoming healthier. 
Cleaner water is flowing from 
restored streams and wetlands. 
Each of  these protected and 
restored habitats is providing 
habitat for wildlife and beauti-
ful areas for people to enjoy. 

Conservation is community. 
This work is about our home.

Thanks to you, the volunteer, 
seven thousand new native 
trees and plants are growing in 
our community’s forests, and 
alongside our streams and wetlands. You’ve 
created shade that will cool stream water and 
nurture our native salmon. You’ve helped heal 
the natural areas that produce clean water. Four 
hundred and forty five volunteers donated 
more than 1,500 hours of  conservation work 
for a better community.

Thanks to you for sharing your support for 
community-based conservation. Our friends 
dug deep to support local conservation during 
tough times in 2009, enabling our work to 
continue and thrive. More than 200 conserva-
tionists, and community and business leaders 
joined us for Ruby Dance 2009, raising $35,000 

for conservation.

Together, we’re 
creating a vi-
sion for a quality 
community where 
conservation sup-
ports quality of  
life. Conservation 
starts with you!

At Ruby Dance 2009, Friends filled the room with laughter, conversation and the celebration of  conser-
vation successes! (More photos from the Ruby Dance event can be found on page 6.)

Friends of the 
Hylebos has saved 

more than 740 trees 
at the Dumas Bay 
Preserve this year. 
Find out more on 

page 4.
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The following Saturday, April 24th, you can be 
a Force for the Forest. The City of  Federal Way 
and the Friends are teaming up to mount a 
citywide Earth Day effort to remove invasive 
English ivy from our forests and save trees 
from this killer vine. There will be up to ten 
park sites in the city where volunteers will gath-
er to pull ivy away from our trees. The Friends 
will be directing efforts at three parks: Dumas 
Bay Preserve, Poverty Bay Park and Dash Point 
State Park. Call Restoration Coordinator Lili 
Allala at 253-740-3767 or email at lili@hylebos.
org to sign up. The work will begin at 9 a.m. 
and end at noon. 

How important is the ivy pulling work? These 
forests are being strangled to death and have 
entered a slow, but inevitable cycle of  decline. 

Without ivy removal, we will lose these for-
ests. Volunteers are reversing that decline. So 
far this year, Hylebos volunteers and crews 
have saved more than 400 individual trees and 
cleared more than an acre of  Dumas Bay’s for-
est from ivy. 

Whether you join us on April 24th to be a 
Force for the Forests, Or join Citizens for a 
Healthy Bay on the 17th to do Earth Day on 
the Bay (and, of  course, you can do both!), you 
will make a healthier community…from the 
Forests to the Bay!

BOARD OF  
DIRECTORS

President		
Margery Godfrey

Vice-President 
Rus Higley

Secretary		
Trisha Bennett

Treasurer		
Matthew Jarvis

Members At-Large
Julie Brauns
Anthony Chavez
Robert Heath
Chris Kelsey
Bob Roegner
Walt Schrader

BOARD OF 
ADVISORS

King County 	
Councilmember 		
Pete von Reichbauer

King County 		
Councilmember 		
Larry Phillips

Pierce County 		
Councilmember 		
Shawn Bunney

Rep. Skip Priest

Sen. Tracey Eide

Rep. Mark Miloscia

Dan Altmayer                             
Trustee, Highline Commu-
nity College

Dr. John Jarstad, M.D. Ever-
green Eye Center

Katie Akyuz 
Senior Ecologist	
King County Dept. of  
Natural Resources

Tom Murphy		
Superintendent, 		
Federal Way Public 		
Schools 

Tom Pierson		
CEO, Federal Way	
Chamber of  Commerce

Steve Lee, P.E.		
Surface Water Utilities, 
City of  Renton

Dedicated to preserving 
the West Hylebos 
Wetlands and the

greater Hylebos Creek 
Watershed

Thursday April 22nd will mark the 40th an-
niversary of  Earth Day. For Friends of  the 
Hylebos, we work 
to make Earth Day 
about transforming 
the global into local, 
personal action. This 
year will be an even 
bigger celebration 
- we’re joining with 
the City of  Federal 
Way and Citizens for a Healthy Bay to give you 
more opportunities for where and when to take 
action.

For its 40th anniversary we’re 
celebrating Earth Day from the 
Forests to the Bay. On Satur-
day, April 17th  Citizens for a 
Healthy Bay will kick off  the 
hands-on stewardship activities 
with Earth Day on the Bay. The 
project will focus on stewardship 
of  the Middle Waterway resto-
ration site in Commencement 
Bay and will include a variety of  
hands-on educational activities 
for kids. The first 50 volunteers 
will win a free tree and TAGRO 
potting mix! Activities will begin 
at 9:30 a.m., end at 2:30 and 
include lunch. To register, call 
or email Jeannine Riss at jriss@
healthybay.org or 253-383-2429.

Citizens for a Healthy Bay has been doing great 
work for more than twenty years, working for 
cleanup and restoration of  the Commence-
ment Bay ecosystem. Our conservation work 
in and around Hylebos Creek links up with the 
Commencement Bay conservation effort, so it’s 
natural for us to work together on Earth Day. 
Certainly, the forests of  Puget Sound’s near-
shore area, and the wetlands of  Hylebos Creek 
all connect with and reinforce the Commence-
ment Bay and Puget Sound ecosystems. (For 
more news about how the Friends and Citizens 
for a Healthy Bay are working together, see the 
bottom of  page 5.)

Celebrating Earth Day
From the Forests to the Bay

Rod and Alice delivering plants 
and smiles on Earth Day!

Young volunteers discover a salamander while working on ivy removal at 
Dumas Bay Preserve
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S U P P O R T E R  R E C O G N I T I O N

By Chris Carrel

In talking with Friends’ supporters, I often hear 
a common self-criticism. The statement usually 
goes something like, “I’m not that important. I 
don’t have time (or physical ability) to volun-
teer. I only give money.” 

The speaker usually expresses embarrassment 
that they’re not out in the trenches, working 
with the other volunteers. I only give money.

Let me tell you why we appreciate people who 
“only give money.” The Friends can’t run with-
out you. We can’t work to permanently protect 
the streams and wetlands of  the Hylebos. We 
can’t buy the trees to plant, or the tools to 
plant them with. We can’t organize the volun-
teer projects that are saving trees from slow 
death by ivy strangulation, and replanting our 
depleted forests.

Although we’re a nonprofit organization, we 
are a business and conservation is the service 
we provide. We can cover some of  our costs 
through foundation and government grants, 
but the support of  donors is the bedrock fi-
nancial layer that enables the work of  Hylebos 
conservation.

So, what can donations do? One way to look at 
this is in the cost of  trees. It takes about $50 to 
plant a single tree, and to maintain it over the 
average five years needed to bring it to a self-
sustaining state. If  you “just donated” $200, 
you planted four trees that are restoring forests 
of  our community. 

You can go to the West Hylebos Wetlands, the 
Lower Hylebos Marsh, or other past restora-
tion sites and see the investment you made 
growing green and tall along the sides of  the 
wetlands, and Hylebos Creek.

What are some of  the typical costs of  restora-
tion? A restoration crew costs between $1,200 
and $1,400 a day. We achieve between 15 to 20 
percent of  our restoration work with volun-
teers, but the rest is performed with profes-
sional crews who have the capacity to take on 

our larger, more complicated projects. Even 
our larger volunteer work parties require crews 
to train and support volunteers. Staff  costs run 
about $250 for planning and implementation 
of  a 1-day volunteer work party. 

There are other ancillary costs, as well, but the 
point is that restoring habitat costs money. Do-
nations from supporters are key to providing 
the resources to make this possible. 

At the Friends, we appreciate everyone who 
is supporting the conservation effort: the 
volunteers who donate their time, the support-
ers who support us with fiscal donations, and 
those who do both. 

There’s no such thing as “only giving money.” 
Financial gifts are precious things, even more 
so in the current economy. Your decision to 
donate money to the Friends is important 
to us; not only because of  the good things it 
makes possible, but also because it’s a state-
ment that you share our values for clean water, 
healthy forests and beautiful open space.
When you donate, I hope you’ll feel good 
about it, and proud, because you’re making a 
better community for all of  us.

Please see our donor list on page 7.

Only a Donor…

A donation of $200 

will plant 4 native trees 

and maintain them for 

5 years

“We make a living by 

what we get; we make a 

life by what we give.”

Sir Winston Churchill

Former President Lou 
Olmstead supports the 
Friends in many way, 

including her high-energy 
smiles and enthusiasm!
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With English ivy keeping the Friends busy, 
2010’s conservation program will include 
plenty of  forest health work, a new program 
promoting innovative stormwater management 

techniques, and several significant preservation 
and habitat restoration projects.

As always, our conservation work continues 
to be guided by the belief  that conserva-
tion should serve the greater community and 

connect people to their local 
environment. We are mak-
ing headway on the goals of  
the Hylebos Creek Conserva-
tion Initiative, where we have 
already preserved more than 
535 acres of  the total goal of  
745 acres! Several preservation 
projects are in various stages, 
the most advanced being a 
city of  Federal Way proposal 
to purchase 7 acres of  Spring 
Valley wetland and Hylebos 
tributary habitat owned by the 
late Ted Enticknap (see last is-
sue’s tribute to Ted). 

This is the year of  forest health 
for the Friends of  the Hylebos.  English Ivy is 
a serious threat to forests in the Pacific North-
west, and forests in and around the Hylebos 
Watershed are full of  it.  With the help of  the 
City of  Federal Way, Boeing and King County 
we have been building our Healthy Forests 

program and making headway in the 
fight against ivy.

Last year we completed an assessment of  the 
health of  the forest at Dumas Bay Park, and 
we have been spending the first few months of  
the year at Dumas Bay Preserve removing ivy 
from heavily infested areas.  We worked with 
United Way of  King County and Disney’s Give 
A Day, Get A Day campaign, which helped us 
recruit over 150 people to volunteer to remove 
ivy.  In exchange for their time, Disney is giving 
participating volunteers a pass to either Disney-
land or Disney World. With our incredible 
volunteers, more than 740 trees have been saved and 
better than three acres of  forest cleared of  ivy.

We are also starting to address forest health at 
the East Hylebos Ravine, a beautiful 85-acre 
forest along the East Hylebos Creek at the 
Interurban Trail in Milton.  We’ve removed 
about an acre of  invasive species so far, and 
will be planting native trees and shrubs later 
in the fall.  Stewardship work continues at the 
West Hylebos Wetlands, where we’re keeping 
invasives out of  our community’s special forest, 
and ensuring the restoration sites we’ve planted 
continue to thrive.

The Friends is starting a new program this 
year, and will be reducing stormwater runoff  
by working with the community on building 
rain gardens.  Rain gardens are designed to 
catch and store rainwater, while allowing the 
water to slowly percolate into the ground.  Rain 
gardens are planted with native plants, and are 
beautiful.  The Friends will be working with 
Stewardship Partners to put on rain garden 
workshops in the Hylebos Watershed, and will 
be looking for opportunities to install demon-
stration projects in the community.  We will 
also be looking for volunteers to help install 
them!

As always, our goal is to involve as many 
people as possible in restoring and stewarding 
the natural areas of  our community. If  you’d 
like to get involved, or get more information 
about volunteering contact Restoration Coor-
dinator Lili Allala at 253-740-3767 or email at 
lili@hylebos.org. 

Jody and Shane 
Pattie make bundles 
alongside Jocelyn P. 
& Steven Lloyd

Justin pulls vine

A Busy Year For Conservation
C O N S E R V A T I O N  2 0 1 0
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Friends of  the Hylebos and Citizens for a 
Healthy Bay have been working to restore and 
steward Commencement Bay and Hylebos 
Creek sites under the Commencement Bay 
and Hylebos Superfund projects. Recently, the 
two groups formed a partnership, along with 
Cascade Land Conservancy, to more efficiently 
maintain specific sites.

The City of  Tacoma hired CHB and the 
Friends to provide stewardship of  ten restora-
tion sites, including Lower Hylebos Marsh, for 
the next three years. Working together has en-
abled our two organizations to secure the city 
funding to sustain efforts to maintain sites like 
the Lower Hylebos Marsh, Mowitch, Skookum 
Wulge and Squally Beach. The partnership is 
also laying the groundwork for better collabo-
ration and effectiveness across the 28 NRDA 
(Natural Resources Damages Assessment 
trustees for the Superfund clean-up) restora-
tion sites in Commencement Bay. Cascade 
Land Conservancy supported the partners’ 

In a run-up to the Oscars, Friends of  the 
Hylebos and the Historical Society of  Fed-
eral Way offered our own homegrown movie, 
debuting “The 
Hylebos: Discover-
ing a Hidden Jewel” 
in February at the 
Federal Way Com-
munity Center. The 
18-minute documen-
tary is a project of  
local resident and 
Friends’ supporter 
Mary Longhurst. In 
the movie, Mary uses 
interviews, historical 
photographs and maps, and current footage 
of  the park to tell the story of  the effort to 
preserve the West Hylebos Wetlands and the 
Friends’ subsequent evolution to a watershed 
conservation organization.

Mary began the project as a capstone project 
in her communications studies at Antioch. The 

Friends and Citizens for A Healthy Bay Team Up

Hylebos Movie Premiere	

“Movie creator Mary Longhurst addresses the audience at the premiere 
of  The Hylebos: Discovering a Hidden Jewel”

school project, however, quickly became some-
thing much, much larger, as Mary grappled 
with the deep history of  the Hylebos conserva-
tion effort. The resulting documentary movie is 
both a compelling introduction to the Hylebos 

and a rich historical 
account. The movie 
is currently on-
line at the Friends 
YouTube Channel. 
Point your browser 
to www.youtube.
com then type 
“hylebosity” into 
the search field.

The February 6th 
premiere drew 

more than 50 guests to the Community Center, 
including King County Councilman Pete von 
Reichbauer, Federal Way City Councilman Mike 
Park, Lakehaven Commissioner Chuck Gib-
son and Federal Way Councilwoman Jeanne 
Burbidge who spoke about the connections 
between conservation and community before 
introducing the movie.

proposal to the city 
and is working with 
the Friends, Citizens 
for a Healthy Bay, 
and the Natural 
Resources Dam-
ages Assessments 
Trustees to de-
velop strategies for 
funding long-term 
maintenance for all 
of  the sites. 

In an era of  finan-
cial constraints, col-
laborations between 
conservation groups will grow increasingly 
important in order to maximize limited finan-
cial resources for conservation. The Friends is 
happy to be on the front end of  this trend, and 
in such good company.

Volunteers are 
essential to steward-

ship of  Hylebos and 
Commencement Bay 

conservation properties.
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ts Ruby Dance 2010 will be held Saturday eve-
ning, September 25th at the Weyerhaeuser 
King County Aquatic Center.

More than 200 guests joined us last year to en-
joy food and drink, and a festive auction. The 
evening raised more than $35,000 for Hylebos 
Conservation. Ruby Dance was a winner! Join 
us for Ruby Dance 2010.

Ruby Dance 2010
September 25th

Guests are greeted with delicious Hors d’ouevres

The silent auction tables feature treasures that draw guests’ atten-
tion throughout the evening

Mel Coffman’s exqui-
site metal great blue 
herons anchored the 
2009 Ruby Dance 
table centerpieces.

King County Councilman Pete von Reichbauer served as the 
2009 Ruby Dance Honorary Event Chair

Ruby Dance is an evening for friends and laughs

s

s

s
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STAFF 

Executive Director		
Chris Carrel
chinook@hylebos.org

Restoration Specialist
Hillary Kleeb
hillary@hylebos.org 

Assistant to the                    
Executive Director	
Tamera Bull
tamera@hylebos.org 

Director of  Development	
Laurie Austin
laurie@hylebos.org 

Restoration Coordinator
Lili Allala
lili@hylebos.org

CONTACT INFO

Friends of  the Hylebos
Phone: 253.874.2005
E-mail:
chinook@hylebos.org
Fax: 253.835.5020
Web: www.hylebos.org
Blog:
http://hylebos.typepad.com

Mailing Address
PO Box 24971
Federal Way, WA 98093

Office
33305 1st Way S, Suite B104
Federal Way, WA 98003

DONOR LIST
Continued from page 3

$5,000 +
The Boeing Company 

$2,500 - $4,999
Schnitzer Steel Industries, Inc. 
Weyerhaeuser

$1,000 - $2,499
Murray Pacific Management, 
Inc.
Mark and Adele Freeland*
Marlene’s Market & Deli 
Kennedy/Jenks Consultants
Aspect Consulting, LLC

$500 - $999
Bret H. Jacobson DDS, PS
BergerABAM
Mark and Joni Herwick*
Cassie Phillips* and Mark 
Plummer
Greene Gasaway Architects
Nancy Robertson
Jim and Jeanne Burbidge
HomeStreet Bank 
Joan Enticknap
Debby and Bob Hyde
Waste Management - South 
Sound
Karen and Tom Vander Ark
Red Canoe Credit Union
Poverty Bay Coffee Company
Port of  Tacoma, 
Korum Automotive Group
Floyd|Snider 
Dunbar Investments
DLR Group
Bassetti Architects
AHBL 

$250 - $499
Bob and Cindy Wroblewski
Chris and Vonda Kelsey
State Representative Skip Priest 
and Trisha Bennett
Irv and Marlene Beadle
Doug and Julie Brauns
Aesthetic Surgery Centre
Ruth Enticknap
Barbara and Duane Hartloff
Sven and Marta Kalve
Dennis and Peggy La Porte
Dale Meland*
Robert and Susan Middleton
Jeffrey Oliphant
Richard Ory and Janice Sack-
Ory

$100 - $249
Connie and David Beckmann
Sheri Bowell
Tim and Lori DeVore
Kathy and Tom Jorgensen
Congressman Adam and Sara 
Smith
Joan Thomas
Margery and Pat Godfrey
Clinton Olson*
Robert and Suzanne Holmes, Jr.
Alain and Cheryl Lambert
Lou and Marie Paulsen
Bob Roegner
Ramona Soule
Danette Acklin
Laurie and Doug Austin

$100 - $249 - continued
Gale Barre
Joyce Carlson
Chris and Anna Carrel
Anthony and Nicolette 
Chavez
Doug and Faye Clerget
Jack and Jennifer Dovey
Deven Dunn
Gene Duvernoy
John Eastman*
Kristine M. Erickson
Mary Fries
Anne Goslin
James Henricksen
Dinah Herring
Rus and Pamela Higley
Mike Hrachovec
Carl and Lisbet Jacobson
Benjamin and Hannah Justus
H. David Kaplan
Ron and Margo Klein
Beth Nolan
Melissa Paulson
Lisa and George Skari
Sara and Don Slater
Edie Sonne Hall
Bob and Estelle Spaulding
Jack and Carol Stanford
Jim Tweedie
Ms. Vanschravendijk
Alice Yelle
Robert Robertson and 
Pamela Martin

Up to $99
Jean and Milo Bednar
Lana Bostic
Lucia Faithfull
Kelvin Andrews
Beth DiDomencio
Janne Kaje
Carolyn Acosta
MacKenzie Allen
Jay and Peg Altman
Barbara Antonelli
D. L. and Billie K. Batson
Pamela Bednar
Richard and Diane Bennion
Jack Bermingham
William Broadhead
Pat and Alisa Cagney
John and Aline Carnahan,
State Representative Bruce 
Dammeier
Len and Linda Elliott
Allison Gegan
Steve Germiat
Dee Gordon
Pat and Christine Green
Florentine and Jim Hamm
Harry and Carol Hudson
Sheila Jackson
Albie and Kathryn Jarvis
Kevin and Maggie King
Clara Lackey
Rick LaRochelle*
Rabbi Anson and Merrily 
Laytner
Teri and Andy Lenfest
Beverly McCauley
Eva and Roger McGinnis
Bob and Sue Millen
Carman Milnor
Helen Neudorfer

Up to $99 - continued
Sound Physical Therapy* 
Timothy Newton*
John and Grace Ogden
Olson Olson
Mary Otterness
George J. Pinyou
Diane and Paul Richter
Robert and Dolores Stead
Ken and Yasuko Steffenson
Nancy and Dan Streiffert
David and Vicki Tavares
Jill Thomas
Amanda Trainor
Judy and David Turpin
John and Elizabeth Williams
Catherine Worley
Chuck and Thelma Gilmur
Charles and Debra Miller
Ernest and Edith Hamar
Madeleine Justus
Nancy McEleney
Bill and Mary Potter
Ed Stickel*
Marta Foldi
Bob and Jacqueline Roper*
Al and Sue Stipe
Bart and Athena McMacken
Carol and Lynn Schulz
Jem and Sterling Wear
Jennifer Hale*
Harriet Anderson
Dan and Shirely Ayers
Linda Blevins
Dianna Buehring
John and Anne Carlson
Marguerite Condon
William Erickson
Craig and Kathleen Ethen
Pamela and N. David Farris
Todd and Theresa Feider
Blanche Freeland
Cheryl Greengrove
Elizabeth Gregory
Bruce Harpham
Carolyn and Steve Hayek
Thomas Hoppenrath
John Hoskinson
Jackie and Matthew Jarvis
H. David Kaplan
Wendy and Doug Lane
Steve Lee
Denise Martin
Jeni Martinez
Ana Cristina and David Molina-
McCleary
Lou Olmstead
Diana Paris
Bob and Betty Payne
Andrea Purvis
Barbara Reed
Mike and Julie Robinson
Debbie Salazar
Joan Sembar
Christine Sterba
Bruce Thompson
Karl and Starr Yauch
Ingo and Joyce Zinner
Chuck and Carol Bell
Elaine Cahill
F. J. Hanson
Catharine and Ken Martin
Michelle Tirhi
John and Cheri Hales
Virginia Jimenez

Up to $99 - continued
Barry and Lisa Johnson
Barbara Krzyzek
Stephen and Nancy Matthews
Mark Palmore
Thomas J. Sernka
Lynnette Ikuda 
 
In Kind Donations
The Right Spot
Poverty Bay Coffee Company 

In Memory of  Joyce Frank
Jean and Milo Bednar
Pamela Bednar
Beverly McCauley
Helen Neudorfer
F. J. Hanson

In Memory of
Ted Enticknap
Joan Enticknap
Ruth Enticknap
Gale Barre
Chris and Anna Carrel
H. David Kaplan
Richard and Diane Bennion
Pat and Christine Green
Clara Lackey
Rabbi Anson and Merrily 
Laytner
Catherine Worley
Mark and Adele Freeland
Ernest and Edith Hamar

In Honor of  Anna Hamlin
Amanda Trainor

In Honor of  Bert the 
Salmon
Janne Kaje

In Honor of  Elaine Erick-
son and Carla Galloway
Kristine Erickson

In Honor of  Judi and Tom 
Coates
Eva McGinnis

In Honor of  Madeleine 
Justus
Benjamin and Hannah Justus

In Honor of  Nancy Greene
Harry and Carol Hudson

In Honor of  Shirely Char-
nell (Sue)
Barbara Anotnelli 

*This gift includes Matching 
Gift Funds

Please accept our apolo-
gies if  we’ve accidently 
omitted or misspelled 
your name.  We appreci-
ate you bringing this to 
our attention.

Thank You To All Our 2009 Donors!
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Thais Bock receiving 
the Lifetime Steward-
ship Award from King 
County Councilman 
Pete von Reichbauer 
and Friends President 
Margery Godfrey 
at the 2009 Ruby 
Dance.

On February 25th when longtime local 
conservationist Thais Bock passed away, one 
friend noted that her spirit had “taken flight,” 
an appropriate metaphor for the Federal Way 
resident who spent much of  her life studying 
birds and passing on her knowledge and skills 
to hundreds, if  not thousands of  fellow bird-
ers. Her passion for birds also led her to lead 
efforts to preserve bird habitat like the heron 
colonies at Dumas Bay Preserve and Peasley 
Canyon. A close friend of  Friends’ founder 
Ilene Marckx, Thais was also involved early 
on in the effort to preserve the West Hylebos 
Wetlands. 

Thais was exceedingly humble, and declined 
to be featured in Highlights articles in the past. She was reluctant to accept the Friends Lifetime 
Stewardship Award at the 2009 Ruby Dance, but when presented with the award and a chance to 
speak, she charmed the audience with her gentle grace, dignity and humor. 

She will be sorely missed, but she left a life of  purpose and friendship to be celebrated. She also 
left a record of  conservation that challenges us to carry on her legacy and continue to improve our 
community through preserving and restoring habitat.

Friends Celebrate The Life of  Thais Bock

PO Box 24971
Federal Way, WA 98093
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